Your Ferret is Lost...What Should You Do? 
by Juliana Quadrozzi
Of course, prevention is the best medicine.  But if you should find your fuzzy missing, here's what you should do to help ensure a speedy & safe return. 

· Have you checked through your house carefully for a soundly sleeping ferret, including places where your ferret "couldn't possibly" or "would never go?"  Look inside cabinets, closets, & drawers, under dressers, in laundry, & under & inside appliances, etc.  Be sure to check inside of anything that a ferret can get in to.  Remember, if a ferret can get it's little head through an opening, the whole body can fit too.  [I was told the tragic story of a ferret that slid down the open end of a roll of linoleum that was propped up in a dead storage closet & wasn't found until 3 weeks later.  Be sure to check everywhere thoroughly again.] 

· You know your ferret's regular schedule.  Actively search when your fuzzy would be awake & active.  Searching when he would normally be asleep would probably be in vain. 

· Check your backyard, bushes, garage, & any spaces under the porch, stairs, house, or anything you may have around your property like woodpiles.  Most ferrets, when exploring a new area, will cling to the side of a building or structure before venturing out into an open area.  These confined spaces also provide shelter from the elements & extreme temperatures

· Ask permission to enter neighbors' yards, under-the-house crawl spaces, sheds, & garages to check for your missing pet.  Also ask them to check their dryer vents to see if the ferret may have climbed into them. 

· Ask your neighbors & especially neighborhood children.  Kids spend more time outside than adults do & a new "creature" roaming the block will surely catch their attention.  Make sure they understand that your ferret is a tame, domestic pet that will not cause them harm & to please pick it up & return it to you if they see it. 

· Contact your local ferret shelter, veterinarian, & veterinarians in your area, local pet shops, local animal control & animal shelters, & local law enforcement agencies.  If possible, give them a picture of your ferret (or any ferret that looks like yours - non-ferret people can’t tell them apart anyway) or a very detailed description including any tattoos or distinguishing marks to make identification easier - you should know what they are.  Check back daily & be sure to notify each contact when your fuzzy is safely home. 

· Put up signs on telephone poles, in veterinarian's offices, local pet shops, bulletin boards at grocery stores, libraries, & gas stations in your area.  Your sign should have a very LARGE picture of a ferret (any ferret that resembles yours will do) to attract attention as most people don't notice all the signs but will usually look at a picture.  Include phone numbers where you can be readily contacted.  Be sure to make a list of where you've posted signs & go back to take them down again once your pet is back safe at home. 

· Alert your mailman, newspaper boy, & anyone else who passes through your area frequently such as neighbors who walk their dogs, or joggers.

· Place your ferret's room (cage or carrier) outside with some bedding, food, & water in it.  Check frequently for signs that your ferret has been there - you may just find a sleeping fuzzy in there. 

· To make it easier to tell if your ferret has been around your area, sprinkle flour &/or rake areas smooth.  This will make little footprints easier to see.

· Place an ad in the pet section of your major newspaper (some run free lost-pet ads) or local paper.  Give a detailed description of your pet, when it was lost, & the general area where it was lost.  List phone numbers where you can be readily contacted.  Also be sure to check all the local paper found-pet sections daily. 
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