This info regarding safety around the house was in the AJC Home Section the week of May 5th.
 

Think like a thief.  Walk around your property and make a list of any areas that are potential entry points, especially windows or doors that are dark or out of view from the street.
 

Leave the porch light on all night and install lighting at every entry point, especially remote ones.  If there's no power nearby, consider a battery or solar powered light.  Motion-sensitive lighting saves energy.
 

Don't put out a vacancy sign.  Trim bushes, mow the lawn and pick up trash.  When you are away, have the mail held at the post office and ask a neighbor to pick up newspapers.
 

Thorny bushes under windows discourage burglars.
 

Make sure the homes of elderly or disabled neighbors or relatives get the same treatment as your own.  Help them install lighting and locks that will keep burglars away.
 

Remote-control garage doors can be opened with remotes other than your own.  Make sure locks are secure on doors between your home and garage.  Keep the interior door locked and the garage well-lit.
 

Start a neighborhood watch program.  Even if it is just you and your nearest neighbor, keep each other informed of vacations and guests.  Neighbors can be alert to anything out of the ordinary and can alert authorities in your absence.
